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GENTLEMEN, 
IVE me Leave to ſtrengthen your Memories, and 
confirm your Experience, with a Sett of Specula: 
tions, newly drawn from Darkneſs and Confuſion, 
into the Advantage of a Clear Light and Regular Syſtem. 
| They contain many demonſtrable Truths, which never before 
madę any Figure abrgad in Terms of Art, or were reduc'd ta 
any Shape or Expreſſion. On this Account I might here ve- 
ry reaſonably pleadthe ole of the Subject, in Defence and \ 
Excuſe of the Performance, baving had no Path or Footfteps = 
zo guide me, but my own long Experience; and might with . 
leſs Vanity and more Propriety of Language than moſt Writers, | 
take to my ſelf the Title of an Author; were it not the utmoſs 
of my Ambition only to oblige and inform my Fellom- Sporiſ- 
men, and to communicate freely and honeſtly what Knowledge 
I hove e up in this, hitherto unexplain d, and Diſi- 
cult M . ery. NA» ay — 4 ah : * #34 ; | Y 8 
*Neverthele, I am ſenſible, there's ng becoming Sportſ- 
en by Book. You may bere find the Rules and proper Dire 


ions for that End ; but Practice alone can makeyou Maſters. 5 
Bare Theory may as ſoon Stamp a General, as a Markiman. _ 


— 


n be DEDICATION, . 
_ No-—Tou muſt Sweat and be Cold, muſt Sweat again, and. 
be Cold again, before yon can arrive at any Degree of Per- 
Fection in this Art, I have furniſh'd you with all Neceſſary * © 
Tools of the Trade, but tis Time and Experience muſt Finiſh 
and Accompliſh the Workmen ; and even after Seven Years 
Iuduſtry, you will find but too many Occaſions to prove yon ſtill 
deficient and imperfect. *Tis bu tootrue, (and you muſt allof 
you bear me witneſs to the Truth of this) that even the beſt 
Narkſinen have their Chronical Miſcarriages, In ſome 
Hands, the ill Fortune fiche firſt Shoot determines and influ- 
ences the Succeſs of all the reſt; And one may take a certain 
fort of Augury from the Eſcape and Flight of the firſt Mark. 
The natural Cauſe of this ſeems to proceed from a Diſo.der in 
the Animal Spirits occaſion d by the Original Diſapporutment, 
and which in ſome Men is irracoverable for that whole Day. 
As, on the contrary, a proſperous Hit ſhall have the very op- 
poſite Effect, and induce ſuch an eaſy Serenity nd ſteady Aſſu- 
rance, as carry inevitable Death with em for many Hours 
On this Occaſion ] have often wonder d, why the French, 
all Mankind, ſhould alone be ſo expert at the GUN, Thad. 
| almoſt ſaidinfallible. It's as rare for a profeſs d Markſman 
of that Nation to miſs a Bed 2. fe, one of Ours to kill. But, 
a5T have been ſince inform d. they owe this Excellence to their 
Education. They are train d up to it ſo very Toung, that they 
are no more ſur prix d or alm with 4 Pheaſant, than a 


— 


Rortle Mont. The beft Field-Philoſophers living ; for they 


ae always there Maſters of their Tempe. 
 \,, However, I have now, at laft, broke the lee, and put my 

Young Countrymen in the Hay to rival that Volatile Nation 
in their peculiar Accompliſhment. OO 


 Tintended(agcording to Cuſtom) an Invocation to AroLLo, 
28 our great Exemplar in this Art, who ſhot Icarus Flying many 
hundred Tears. ago; but conſidering,. upon ſecond Thoughts, 

how many Snites, Woodcocks, Partridges, | Pheaſants, 

Polts, gc. I had loſt upon His Occaſion, and how often I had 

Been glad the Prophane 75 ty of turning my Backſide 
f Godſhip ; I concluded, Thad little reaſon to expeth bis 
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A. Mules having all of em Wings, as is evident from the 
Sublime Flights they take, I had leſi Hopes of their Inſpi- © 
ration. Indeed I ſenſibly perceiv'd I had diſoblig'd*em, and 


that they had withdrawn their Fas ours, upon Su Ppojition, I 
ſ#þpoſe too, of ſome poſſible Danger they might be in by my 
means. However, their Ladyſhips were miſtaken, ſince they 
were no more concern d in this Subject, than Flying-Coa- 


ches, Flying-Poſts, Flying-Clonds, Flying-Cam ps, Flying- 


Reports, or Flying-Boztles of Ale; wieh forty other Mate- . 


rial and Immaterial Beings, to which the Potts have fa- 


+ > > 


ſten d Wings ; as Time, Fame, Money, Loye, Sc. In 
ſhort, Gentlemen, in conſideration of the Nature of the Subs 
Jett, you muſt not expect a very fanciful or entertaining 
Poem; but, this I will be bold to ſay, that as to * 


Matter and Subſtance of it, if what you find here be wel! 


Read, Digeſted, and Remember d, it will then prove trulß 
Uſeful and very Serviceable. VVV 
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Youth to the Old, — 1 14 1 5 
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ILE NT and Grey the Morning's Dawn 

appear d; ee 
No Sun waspromis'd, and no Wind ras 

heard. 

The e cen dart no ag i 
Todaleatileonfound the Markfman's Aim, Th 
Nor Friendly Blaſts conceal'd the SprngngGame. bi 
My Friend and !, with hopeful Proſper role; || ETSY 
And ſcorn'dthe longer Scandal of Repoſe 
No dullRe cpaſt allow d; our Tackle all I e eb 
In acloſe Pocket ſnuggs che cordial Dram, | 
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Low-leathern-heel'd our lacquer'd Boots are 
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| "© 2 5 | 
Firm! * ariunſtaken Level lende. 
But Modiſh Heels are ftill NE” 7 
Our Shot of ſev'ral ſorts, half round tlie mp SJ -=Y 
In Ticking ſemicircularly place d. e 
Embracꝰd and poi d us well. Silent we 90, 
As when Apollo from his Silver Bow / 
Wrapp d in a Cloud, the Grecian Camp iſmay'd, | 
And unperceiv d thro' Darkneſs ſtruck em dead. 
| No flapping Sleeves our ready Arme con u 
Short Cuffs alone prove fatal to the Fowl," + * —— 
Nor arm'd in warm Surtout, we vainly fear 1 1 
The Sky's Inclemency, or Fove ſevere: 
Active and free our Linibs and Muſcles are, 
Wuilſt Exerciſe does ; glowing Warmth Prepars: 5 
To ſuch Examples You vho dare not yield. 
Bnuenk to the Chimney-ſide, and quit the Fla: 33 


on Bportalmolta td, we ckagerhe Gun. | 
; Whilſt ev'ry well-bred Dog lies qui ly down, | e 
>not before. If over- Night the Fiess 5 156 

Stands leaded, inthe Mom the Prime wil ifss | | 8 
Nor Prime too full; elſe you will ſurely blame 3 <4 
The hanging Fire, and loſe the pointed m. N 5 
1 1 png This the Obvious Reaſon Ma Ix * 


wo A: bs 5 1627 128 1 
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Moſt Youths undiſciplin d, the e e 


| Exarnin'd,/willbe Paralllin Game. en 


e 


Wich, dry dend Saba dir be Oe Het e 
Has ſtood in cloſe-mevuth'd Jarr the dampleſy Night; 8 
Now ſearch for Tow, and ſome old Saddle ory oh 
No Wadding lies ſo eloſe, or drives ſo fierce: 

And here bemmindful conſtantly to m 
With Choice of Flints, a Turn- ſcrew, andaWormty 
The accidental Chances of the Field, a 5 
> forſuch WE ION pp yd. 
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And now, our Pes W mor A 
The Rows between, en = e a T 
Careful, yet Unconcern d; not Idle, Kill NEE 51 
VUnbent, with Diligence enough to Kill. wal, 0 
Learn d to Take Time, the Chief and Only Rule 1 
Firſt to Be practis d inthe Markſman's School. 
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By random Firing on improper Ground: ER ge 
For as in Flights of haſty Wit, the fame 1 | 


Fu. 3 


A StoietsTerper houthe Sportſimancrowny. 5 
Th Indifference of a-Hhisband, noo d a Moon; = at 


A Foot- Poſt's Heels; e eee. * 


By which the piercing Baſilisk deſeries; wore aft 107 
And the Fatigue willthe beate, . 


Of Hercules, proportion d tothe Task. is n 
Eager Purſuit ſtillover-ſhoots Succeſs, = 


And timorous Diſtruſt will Cnder-· miſs. 20 2 AT: 
Aloit' rg Fol hou no Forgren fin EIS 


Nor can I have ſcaree Pity for the Blind. © eee 


The Weak and Crazy ſhou'd be kept at home; 2 N 
And fed with Jellies till their Strength is come. 
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A Benefit, and will the ſame receive: 


Vntil the cooling Piece grey moiſt again. 
The tardy Charge wip d that cold Sweat Sway, oo 
_ Andgrew it ſelf half amm „„ 


But Pheaiants ſeldom lie: Oft times in vain 
Fe fought the headlong Fol, concluded ſlain. 


0 4 Wy 
Whoever fails in any ſingle Part.. 
eee eee anl., EE = 


Before the Air gets in, ki the d 1 N 
The chamber hot, will to the Powder give 


The open Touch hole too, if haſte you make, vo Fig 7 
Its little fatal Train will freelier take. „ eto 
Oft have I ſeen th undocumented Swain 
Feath ring the Parts, and cleanſing of the Pan, 


Beides ſuppoſe FI Bird, but Qightly touch'd 
Pth' Body, mazy there fits ſlyly couch'd, © 
When with your Gun diſcharg d, you come eto ke v2 A - 


£ Him uf up, he ſhall a ſecond Effort make; . Un . 


With unrecover d Flight ſhall mount away, 
While you in vainlament tle eſcaping Frey; - 
In ſome cloſe Covert, he unfound ſhalllie, 


And, ſubtlein hisDifſolution, de. 8 IE 


. Woodcocks, and Saitesand Partridge oily + run 
When crippl d in the Wing, and fairly down, . 
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Oh! Sir, you d Time enough, eee 
Scarce twenty Yards inopen sight!— for Shame! 3 
Yihad hatrerid Her ͤ ˙ with right Alem! TORO. 
Full forty Yards permit the Birdtogo, - LOR 

The ſpreading Gun willſurer Miſchief ſow ; 
But, when tresaurtbe thing Objects 15 
Jou certainly will mangle it, or miſs; ” 18 
And if too far, ven et e 1 955 
To killtheBird, and yernorrngto Ground, 


k- 


te 


As Virtue't twixt two wendet, Fo j . 
The ſame in Shooting juſtly is confeſt; TIT e 
But when the Trees diverſify the Scene, fi a4 8b l 
No Mortal there can keep the Golden Mean: 
Spite of the Rules of Art he muſt let fly re | 

| Ione of the Extreams, toofar, or nigh, 

Muſt nimbly take advantage of what got ons os 
The Opens, Glades and Interſtices give. 
Where Woodcocksdodge, there Diſtance knows no Lame 
Neceſſity admits no room for Pauſe. 3 
But in the Erſh of Barley, Oats, or Wheat. oe 
Where Quaildelieldas, and es e Mt). =] f 

Or, in the Springs, where bore weten Sie ö 
Or, where the glorious Polt in open Heath wy 
Moves ſweetly in an even Line from Death; 
There, if the Goodneſs of te Piece be provid Sr 
Purſue not the fair Mark till far removd/· 1 8 
Raiſe the Mouth gently from below the Game, 4 


n fly arthe firſt Aim, | | 
n 1 N 


* f 
2 Y | | : i 
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= 1 6 = 
But without Aim admit no random Shoot; | 
Ti juſt ra judgybeſore TER + "Sa ae cd! 


ve. . 3 0 
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The Wabbling Cocki is de in Flichs, . 
Like painted Lightning flies thi evading ae; 


Till Diſtance makes ſecure, and heals the Tah; VII 


Then gently i in a level Courſe they fly, 


And each ev 'nby the {lighteſt Stroke vide. 
By Length and Motion of the Wings betray d, 


Twenty wan tumbleaainy, faronettor deut 003.7 


3 as the Snite receives a 3 ny 


With open Wings unmov d, be skirms around, 1 
And where ſhe falls, ics dead upon the Groupds - 1 oh 
With Pinions wide expanded, like the Kite 

She ſmoothly ſwims, thendics, gegen in l 


Five gem ral forts of Wine eee 3 


The Lineals two, I. raverſe and Circular ; 


The Fifth O4lique, which I may . g anch! 3 


rer only renn ane 


: When a Bird comes n to your 5 
7 Contain your Fire a while, and let her 1 


If io, : a 12 ſpace above her Head 
Advance the Muzzle, and you ſtrike _ EY 
Ever let Shot purſue where there is room; 

Marks, hard before, thus ip > 


But, hes the Bird flies 3 you i ina _ 
Wh! little Care, I may Pronounce her thine. A 


$1 * 
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17 


Obterve the iE 38 b 
Your Piece, till there's no Open Under Jace 
Betwixt the Object and the Silver Sig/t; 


Then ſendaway, and timely ſtop the Flight. | 


"Th unlucky ol Mark, or the Traverſe Shoot,” 855 


By ſome thought eaſy; yet admits Diſpute, 
As the moſt common Practice is, to Fire d 
Before the Bird, will niceſt time require: 
For, too much Space allow d, the Shot will fly 
All innocent, and paſs too nimbly by; 
Too little Space, the Partridge, ſwift as Wind, 
Will dart athwart, and bilk her Death behind. 
This makes the Point ſo difficult to gueſs; 
"Cauſe you muſt be exact in Time, or miſs. 
In other Marks there's a leſs deſp rate Stake, 
Where the ſwift Shot will ſurely Overtake; 


Nor need the Sportſman ſuch ſtrict Meaſure make : 


And better will the Lineal Aim allow 
 AHundred Inches, than the Craſi-Mank Two. 
Full Forty Yards, or more to th Left or 6 ap 
The Partridge then Obliquely takes her Flight. © 
You've there th? Advantage of a Sideling Line, © 
Be careful, nor her inward Side decline : 


Elſe juſt behind the Birdthe Shot willglance: i i 


Nor have you we Hopes Tem Flying, Chance, 


Thus in the Mark Which l ira ci ths, 


There's nothing more requir'd, but ſteady Cars An 


T attend the Motion of the Bird, and gain 
1 beſt and fartbeſt Lineal Point you can; . 


(8) 1 5 dh 
 Earrying your Piecearound, have Patience til hn 
The Mark's e then fire and kill : 


"3 


* . 4 
. 


See, . Coney: np, r 
And take this ſober Caution by the Way: 
' When in a Cloud the ſcatt ring Birds ariſe, cis 
And rarous Markiteat the hoping Eyes, 1 8 
That Choice confine to One Particulaa 
Moſt who confide in fooling Fortune, err. $i 7 
Young greedy Novices, who often hope V 
Py random Fu: to pick a Number up. hs i þ 
Amaz'd, behold nope bounding on the Ground. 3 
5 many a Bird draggs off her mortal Wound. 8 8 
Experienc'd Sportſmen will of one make ure, 5 OY 
| Reſt honeſtly content of one ſecure: hae V 
The ſcatter d Covey will no longer wait 


Wen, ee m Fate. 8 f 
Burhold, my Spirits fail? ſe og zam, GOP 
ASupot Vi igour to purſue the Game. 5 
Enough, a e, Gulp too much is worſe + "Fog 
Than none at all, like one help d o'er his Horſe, rr 
Sportſmen, beware; for the ſuperſſuous Glaſs y 


Will blunt the Sight, andey ry Object r 
Whilt an things oem argund ons uh f ingrid Miſe. 1 
Th unpointed Eye once dulbd, fare wel the Game: 
A Morning Sot may ſhoot,” but never aim; 
Markſmen and Rope · dancers with equal e 
Tb infidious faſting Bottle ſhou'd forbear. „ 
Alſe each, whodoes the Glaſrunwiiely uke. 1 * b 
. eee, 175 ye tote” | 


FFF 


n 


5 The firſt will Tarkeys ſlay; and rhake Piggs * * oo 


| Thelatter, ten to one, 2 hi Neck. XA 
Yet . oh! how Ihe 8 
reid midlt of Sport to ſee a Glutton eat. = 5 
When Pheaſafits mount, and the Gay Birds ariſe, Sts 7 
To ſee a Coxcombpating of his Cheeſe! © _ 
Scourge, Beadle, from the Field, that cramming Fool,” 
Of pack the Mounchet back agaitr to School, 25 
All that he chews to me proves pois nou; Food, TE 
And docs Me wee more Miſchief than Him Good. 1 


ol See, ſee Rom jonder Farce 2855 5 
"The Lurchers have alarm d and ſfarted Puſs! 5 


Held! What ye do! ? Sure you don't mean to Fire f _ - 


Conſtrain that baſe, ungenerous Defire, © ai 0 5 505 : 


And let the Courſer and the Huntſman ſhare | T0 | : 
Their juſt and proper Title to the Hare. 1 5 ; 5 , J 1 
Let the poor Creature paſs, and have fair Play, 7 (9 tA 


And fight the Prize of Life out her own ie vin RY PTE OE: 
The tracing Hound by Nature was deſignd = _ 
Both for the Uſe and Pleaſure of N 
Form d for the Hare, the Hare too for che Hound : . 
In Enmity each to each other bound: „ 
Then he 8 dares by diff rent meide 1 
Than Nature re offends 'gainſt Nature s Law. et 


Came on—Tis * Ame, the Suliry Morn 25 95 * 


Draws forth the Coveys from the leaning Corn, bs fm ” 
Or round the Wheat they fit and taſte the sun, Coke bs 
Or Clucking to the neigh bring Coppice run, + 
nn a 


0 200 


Away; ſome let us kill and ſome diser 
And * and cat our Gains, while Setters =" 


And now the avis Harveſt cracks the Bara, 
Whilſt at the Door ſtout Flail-Men bang the Corn: 
| The Leazers now have giv n their Gleaning o ore, 8 1 
The Netters too have plentifully ſwore, ns bac . r 
When the ſhy Birds, rais d at the Sound of Dow, 5 
Clapp d their loud Wings, and mock d the Horleman' s 8 
Frown. ; = 
Pth' Ev'ning's Cloſe, ſoonafter Phorby; gl.” 
Watchful attend the Partridge skreaking Call. 
The Coveys for their Rooſting Place prepare. 
The Old ones ſend their Summons from afar, . 
And to their ſcatter d Young give Signals of heir C 
Look narrowly thro' the Remains of Day, 5 
You'll ſce the packing Kinsfolkskirm away; _ 
Mark wellthe Place, the Morning will afford: 1 
An early Banquet for the next Day's Board. . 
But in the high Meridian of theDay 
The ſcraping Baskers in the Hedges lay, ST 
Full in the Sun's bright Eye : No Noiſe homies 1 + tht 
Noiſe makes the Birds their duſty N e 1 
Or nimbly run, or uſe the Wings in Flight. 
Not ſo the ſullen Quail, who lies ſo cloſe, 3 
That ſhe almoſt abides the Lurcher's Noſe; 5 
with Patience hunt: The dear delicious Prey | | 
Willdoubly for the cheap Attendance pax. 


6's A 


PO; a 1 . * 


a . 
4 8 * 


Short Flights ſhe takes, and you can handly Gal | it 
To ſpring her tyyice, if you obſerve her fal. oO 
)VVͥFT!fETT!T. ond 
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From hence th' impriſon d Nutriment proceeds, = 


But in the compaſsof one melting Day, 


Any many little OR VINE make! 1 


7 


* 


* dans | 


But ſee, the 72 Earth by proſt i is 79 47 
The flocking Larks beſtrew and peck the Ground - 
(A feather'd Harveſt) with myſterious Treat MD 
Beſt nouriſh'd, hen they little have to eat. 
The ambient Air their cloſing Pores conſtrains, 
And friendly Cold ſhuts up the breathing Veins; ; 


And ev'ry Grain its Weight in Fatneſs breeds; 
That * all vans and flies 8 ih 


Now let che Sportiinati io diſpoſe his dag „ 
As may diſpenſe the Circling Shot at large; 1 


The Shot and Fqyyder! well proportion d be, 5 CY 4 8 
Neither exceeding i in the Quantity; _ 
Diſtruction thus ſhalla wide Compals take, 


Andnow 8 not bs Approncts, 5 Storm; ; 
Run, briskly fireamidft the riſing Swarm, 


And you will treble Slaughter thus perform. 

When each Bird moves expanſive in the Air, 
And the whole Mark lies open, rais d and fair, 38 ; 2 

For one o'th' Ground, you have ten Chances there. HY 


D wes” A Mallard comes; contain your 7 
His Breaſt with Feathers arm d no Shot can harm. ' I 
Aſſault him from behind, where c 
He canthe PR Meſſage leſs endure. | 1 

The Weather 8 chang 4--The Winds more viiakly! blow | 


The Sandes pinks the Wind will move but Yor, 


| >. 


3 


Thin cover 4 Snites ne er travel down the Wind, 


Turn the wila Poultry from the Bough Away  ; s 


Poachers done 2 the n e 


5 * 


Wiſe to maintain their Garments cloſe behind. - 


The flirting Woodcocks now ſhort Flights will take, a ; 


And pearching Pheaſants to the Trees will make. 


For ſhame, ne ex let that bawling Lurcher bay, 


* 5 . 17 Z bh 2 
 Fove! Lay theſe rarling Guſts, Ae Sies; * 
We cannot hear the whirring Partridgeriſe; 7 
The flaſhing Prime too in our Faces drives, „5 


And nov it mizzles—thedamp Powder gives. 


We cannot keep our Fire- locks dry . 


Out 14 is over, tis in vain onde a: 


Moe that the olifiine Winds Aiſtort the Air im, 
And wrap the palſy d Barrels from the Game: 
O'er Bowlof Punch ſuppos d, or Tub of Ale 


Let us relate an uſeful iner Tale. | 
Matters of Fact, and Modern Fate FR Verſe | 
Shall with exact Integrity rehearſe. © 


The ſtrong Impreſſions may raſh Vouth prepare 
Safely to uſe the dang rous Gun with Care. 
Ve Parents, let your Sons theſe Stories know, 


And thus To may prevent the _— Woe. 


A bloomilig Youth, who had ju paſt che Boy, 
The Father" Sony Child and any Joy, 5 


Himſelf as ſweet and innocent #s They, © 

The fatalPowder in the Porch of Dei . 

Having in vain diſchargd its Flaſh of Brea ath p 7 
"The tender Reas'rier, curious to know 


With Mouth to Mouth*apply'd, began to blow. 


_ ©. Haltborda Paſſage thro' che whizzing Tris, 
The Shot allren his Skull, and gag: ound his Brain! 3 


And tire thy Patience with this tragick . 


e wn) 
As he intent Jefign'dil the Larks his Pe: 
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Whether the Piece welt feally charg d, or "RU 


A dreadful Kiſs! For now the filefit Bane 


aged tis! ok! At rorndnibie this; _ os 25 "I 
And to your Shoulders cloſe conſtram the Piece, 1 #0 
For lurking Seeds of Death unheard my hiſs. 5 1 


The Gun remov'd, may in the firing fly, 
Wrench from your Hands; amd wound ese, 


: Once more let me inſtruct tR uncaution d Youth; 


Be Magd line's College Withefs of the Truth : 
For there tl unhappy carcleſs Sacrifice 
Under th Inſcription of the Story lies; 


Which, tho not in Particulars expreſs d, 
May by the gen ral Meaning thus be gueſsd. 


As thro' the Brambles or the intangling Brake 


The heedleſs Strephon did his Paſlage1 make. 


Tb unguarded Cock beneath himſelf he der 


= Againſt ſome eis and thus himſelf he flew! 


ren me, if I 5 muſt detain 


Fett mine the Labour is, but ne 9 15 be the Gan, 
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And the looſe Piece with Miſc 


May inſtantly unthought Det ruction 


lee 


. 


Varied and Were the Pee og HT 
Which ev ry whereattends the Hammer d Hint. 8 
The neighb'ring Sparks into the Pan may fall, 

et may recoil. 
Tb unheeded Muzzle Pointed at: a end, 


-ruche 3 
Sometimes the Cock may at half; bent go down, 


True Sportſmen therefore always mount the Gun. 
They walk with Flint by Guardian Thum — oa d, 
With Piece well handbd, ready at Command, 


Nor need their jeopardiz'd Companionsdread 


| Their tripping Heels, or the rain d Ankles ds 


Set ts » 


Such Gad Events i in ev ry Phe have 8 


uch fatal Ends have darken d ev'ry Scene, 
That the good · natur d M uſe, cou'dnot . 


T awake your Caution, and alarm your Care, 


Shepherds, farewel: Go, and her Words preſerve; ; 5 5 
The M 285 at leaſt 8 Log beſt Thanks deſerve. SIG 
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